Observation Assignment

This assignment has been designed for your benefit only with the objective of training your sense of observation. You will be watching a 20-minute   video of a U17 Boys International Game and you are asked to make your observations on some specific attacking and defending aspects of the game. 
You might choose to only observe one team, or both, this is up to you, this is not a test but an opportunity for you to practice and learn to develop your observation skills given some guidance.

Attacking Phase

1)What Systems of play both teams use?
They can use one system of play when attacking and another when defending.

2) When the goalkeeper has possession, do they build from the back and how?
Look how they build. Do they build with 2+1(2 central defenders and one midfielder) or 2+2 ,3+2 etc.
3) When attacking do they try to create numbers up, and in what part of the field?
4 .What style of play do they use when attacking?
In other words to they advance the ball by way of slow build up or a more direct style of play
5) How many midfielders they have in the middle of the field?
1+2, (One holding + 2 inside Middlefield) or  2 holding+1attacking,or 1holding+2 inside+1attacking
6) How many attackers do they have and what part of the field they occupy
For instance they might have 1 central striker and 2 wide strikers, or 2 central strikers, or one central striker and 2 attacking midfielder
7) How do they penetrate and create scoring opportunities?
Do they penetrate from wide areas, do they like to use vertical ball over the back line, or do they like to penetrate by central combinations?
8) Are they good at keeping possession? 
Do they seem comfortable in keeping the ball or they lose it easily if pressed.


Defending Phase
1)How many players to they defend in the back?
In this case you look only at the back line

2) Do they press at the front when the goalkeeper has possession?
At goal kick does the defending team takes a position to apply  pressing in the front.

3)What defensive system do they use when defending?
By system in this case we want to define a defensive organization. Do they defend using a man to man marking or do they defend zonally or a mix of both.

4) Do the apply a systematic pressing when defending?
If the use pressing what type of pressing do they do (Offensive pressing, Midfield Pressing , Defensive Pressing)

5)Are they compact when defending
Does the team moves together as a block, getting behind the ball, making playable space small.

6)Do they apply immediate pressure when they loose possession?
On negative transition what do they do?

7)When defending as a team, Do they double up on the wings or in any other parts of the field?
8) How close to each other are the defensive lines?
In other words, do they leave space available to attack between the lines or lines are very close.(10 yards or so)
